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Intervistaalfondatoredi Prada

Bertelli “Vannoalzatigli stipendi
o lo scontentosocialeesploderà”

diGiovanni Pons

Milano — «Nelle fabbrichesi per-
cepisce troppodisagio, le persone
sonoscontente,devetornarel en-

tusiasmo, senzaenergiapositiva
non si cresce e tutto diventapiù
difficile ». Patrizio Bertelli, fonda-
tore insiemealla moglie Miuccia
delgruppoPrada,oltre 4 miliardi
difatturato previstoquest’anno,è
un imprenditore che ha sempre
puntatosullaforza trainantedella
manodoperaedellepiccoleazien-
de checompongonola filiera pro-

duttiva. Ma inquestomomentove-

de esentechequalcosasi è incep-

pato echec’è bisogno diuna scos-

sa.

DottorBertelli, qualèil male
oscurodell’economiaitaliana?
«Il problemadi fondo dell’industria
italiana èlo stipendiobase,nonè
piùsufficiente.Bisognainvestire
sullerisorseumane,di qualsiasi
tipo,partendodalle fabbrichee
daglioperai, perinnalzarelo
stipendiobase.E i casisonodue:o
l’aziendasifacarico diunaggravio
di costioppureci devepensarelo
Stato.Senonlosi fa,loscontento
socialeprenderàilsopravvento».

Confindustriachiedeun taglio
alcuneofiscaleda16miliardi, la

leggediBilancio delnuovo
governonemette in camposolo
4- 5. Bisognaosaredi più?
«Lostipendiobasedeglioperai
riguarda8-10 milioni dipersone,
chein questomomento non sanno
comefar fronteall’aumentodella
benzina,dellabolletta elettrica,dei
benialimentari. Bisognametterein
campounastrategia benprecisa,
indipendentementedalcoloredel
governo,permetterepiùsoldiin
tascaai lavoratori.Solo cosìpuò
tornarel’entusiasmoe l’economia
puòriprendersi».

Il ministroGiorgettihadettoin

piùdi un’occasionechela coperta
è corta,bisognastareattentia
nonaumentareil debitopubblico.
«Io credochel’Italia abbiabisogno
di unostrappo,cosìcomeuno
strappoc’è statosulfronte
dell’inflazione, dopoquasiun
decenniodiprezzistazionari
vicino allo zero.Il ministro
Giorgetti dovrebbeprendereuna
decisionestrategica,molto forte,in
questadirezione.Abbiamomolte
aziendechevannobeneesiamoil
secondopaesemanifatturiero
d’Europa.La forza lavoro èil
motoredell’Italia».

In praticalei stachiedendoun
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taglio forteal cuneofiscale, in
lineaconla richiestadimolti
imprenditori.Ma lerisorsechice
ledovrebbemettere,loStatoo le
imprese?
«Credocheinquestocaso,anche
sesidovessefareextradeficit,
sarebberosoldi spesibene.Non
possiamoognivolta rinunciarea
questotipo di interventoperché
nonci sonorisorsesufficienti.Per
rilanciare il lavoro ei consumi,e
quindil’economia,isoldi non
possonoessereunproblema».

Nell’ultimo interventodel
governoc’è anchela
detassazionedeifringebenefit,
puòaiutare?
«Molte aziende,inclusalanostra,
attribuiscono premi a fineannoai
propridipendenti,maèun
interventoamacchia di leopardo.
Occorrerenderlopiùstrutturalee
nonlasciarloall’iniziativa dei
singoli imprenditori ».

Perlaprimavolta il governoha
previstounministeroadhocper il

Madein Italy,è unsegnale
importante?
«Èunsegnalepositivo madalle
intenzioni bisognapassareaifatti.
Occorrepromuovere il Madein
Italy in tuttoil mondoattraversole
ambasciateeiconsolati, che
devonodiventareunasortadi
rappresentanzecommerciali.La

Francialo fadaanni, ma anchei

tedeschi,gliinglesi,gliamericani» .
Pradahafatto dellepiccolema

significativeacquisizionidi
aziendelungolafiliera
produttiva.Èanchequestoun
modoper tutelareil Made in Italy
e il knowhowitaliano?
«Èunprocessocheva avantida
unadecinad’anni, perchéchi ha
cominciato dopolaguerraoraèin
etàdipensione,malanuova
generazionevuole vendereenon

continuarenell’attività. Insiemea
ZegnaabbiamoacquisitolaFilati

Biagioli chefa cashmereepoi
anchelaConceriaSuperior.La
logicaèquelladi rafforzare la

verticalizzazione,sostenendoi
soggettipiùvirtuosi delle filiere
produttive, riorganizzando la

produzionepercompletareilciclo
emantenereil knowhow».

Questeaziendepoi lavorano
solopervoio sonoapertee
servonoatutti, ancheai
concorrentifrancesi?
«Lefacciamolavorarepertutti,
nonsonoinesclusiva,il Madein
Italy è fatto daungrannumerodi
medioepiccoleaziendeche
lavoranonell’indotto pertutti i

grandigruppi. Tengacontocheil

65%delleproduzionifrancesiè
lavorato in Italia».

Comesaràl’invernoper le

aziendedellamoda?
«Leimpreseposizionatesul
mercatointernazionale stanno
beneficiandodi maggiori
esportazioni ereggonobene,
nonostantelaguerrarusso- ucraina
eil Covid.Quelleinveceche
gravitanosolosul mercatointerno
hannopiùdifficoltà, l’aumentodei
costiin alcunicasièesponenziale».

Comestaimpattandola guerra
sui consumi?
«Lafasciaaltadiconsumatoridi
lussotienebenegrazieal turismo
internazionale, quest’estate
abbiamoavutomolti americani in
Europa.Laguerraimpattadipiù
sullafasciamediaebassa,costretta
arinunciare aqualcheacquisto
perchénonha i mezzi».
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I salaribassisono
il problemadell’Italia

Il governovariun
forte taglio del cuneo

anchein deficit

g
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k L’imprenditore
PatrizioBertelli hafondato
insiemeallamoglie
Miuccia il gruppoPrada
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LA REPUBBLICA 

Bertelli (Prada): raise wages or discomfort will explode 

 

Interview with the founder of Prada The interviews 

 

By Giovanni Pons l on page 9 

 

Bertelli "Salaries must be raised 

 

or social discontent will explode." 

 

Milan - "There is too much discomfort in the factories, people are unhappy, enthusiasm must 

return, without positive energy one does not grow and everything becomes more difficult." Patrizio 

Bertelli, founder together with his wife Miuccia of the Prada group, over 4 billion in sales 

expected this year, is an entrepreneur who has always focused on the driving force of the 

workforce and the small companies that make up the production chain. But right now he sees 

and feels that something is jammedand that a shakeup is needed. 

 

Dr. Bertelli, what is the dark evil of the Italian economy? "The basic problem of Italian industry is 

the basic salary, it is no longer enough. We need to invest in human resources, of any kind, 

starting with factories and workers, to raise the basic wage.And there are two cases:either the 

company takes on the cost burden or the state has to take care of it. If this is not done, social 

discontent will take over." Confindustria calls for a 16 billion tax wedge cut, the Budget bill of the 

new government puts only 4-5 of them in the field. Should more be dared? 

 

"The workers' basic salary affects 8-10 million people, who right now do not know how to cope 

with the increase in gasoline, electric bill, food items. A clear strategy must be put in place, 

regardless of the color of the government, to put more money in workers' pockets. Only in this way 

can enthusiasm returnand the economy recover." Minister Giorgetti has said on more than one 

occasion that the deck is short, we must be careful not to increase public debt. "I believe that Italy 

needs a tear, just as a tear there has been on the inflation front, after almost a decade of 

stationary prices near zero. Minister Giorgetti should make a strategic decision, a very strong one, 

in this direction. We have many companies doing well and we are the second largest 

manufacturing country in Europe. The workforceis the engine of Italy." You are basically calling 

for a strong cut in the tax wedge, in line with the demand of many 

 



entrepreneurs. But who should put the resources there, the state or businesses? 

 

"I think in this case, even if you had to make extra deficits, it would be money well spent. We 

cannot give up this kind of intervention every time because there are not enough resources. To 

boost workand consumption,and therefore the economy, money cannot be a problem." In the 

latest government intervention there is also the deduction of fringe benefits, can it help? 

"Many companies, including ours, give year-end rewards to their employees, but it is a spotty 

intervention. It needs to be made more structuraland not left to the initiative of individual 

entrepreneurs." For the first time the government has provided an ad hoc ministry for Made in 

Italy, is this an important signal? 

 

"It is a positive signal but from intentions we need to move on to actions. It is necessary to 

promote Made in Italy all over the world through embassies and consulates, which must become 

a kind of trade representation. France has been doing this for years, but so have the Germans, the 

British, the Americans." Prada has made small but significant acquisitions of companies along 

the production chain.Is this also a way to protect Made in Italy and Italian know-how? 

 

"It is a process that has been going on for about ten years, because those who started after the war 

are now of retirement age, but the new generation wants to selland not continue in the business. 

Togetherwith Zegna we acquired Filati Biagioli, which makes cashmereand then also Tannery 

Superior. The logic is to strengthen verticalization, supporting the most virtuous players in the 

production chains, reorganizing production to complete the cycle and maintain know-how." Do 

these companies then work only for youor are they openand serve everyone, including French 

competitors? "We make them work for everyone, they are not exclusive, Made in Italyis made up of 

a large number of medium and small companies that work in the supply chain for all the big 

groups. Keep in mind that 65 percent of French productionis processed in Italy." What will winter 

be like for fashion companies? 

"Businesses positioned on the international market are benefiting from increased exports and 

holding up well, despite the Russian-Ukrainian war and Covid. Those, on the other hand, that 

gravitate only to the domestic market are having more difficulties, the increase in costs in some 

casesis exponential." How is the war impacting consumption? 

 

"The high end of luxury consumers is holding up well thanks to international tourism, we had a 

lot of Americans in Europe this summer. The war impacts more on the middle and low end, 

which is forced to give up some purchases because they don't have the means." ©CONFIDENTIAL 

REPRODUCTION 

 

Low wages are Italy's problem 



The government will vary a sharp wedge cut even in deficit 

 

Entrepreneur Patrizio Bertelli co-founded the Prada group with his wife Miuccia 


